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uT UNTION HOTEL |
S ICRAVENTO,SICRAENTO COUNTY, CALIFORNLA

Addéress: 1024-1028 Seconi Strest,

Occupeney: Originelly & firsi class hotel. :

Use: Presently a cheap rooming house with lunch counters, barber shop
etc. on the g*ound floor.,

ARCHTITES TURLL ARD HISTCRICAL SIGHIFICANCE

The existing structure is all that remains of the original Union Hotel
built on this site in 1855 and replacing the Verendah Hotel that had ]
oceupied the site from 1852 until 1855, The Union Hotel and the Orleans
Hotel, immediately adjacent to the north, were the socizl, political and
business centers of Sacramento until 1870. They wers the hesdquarters of
the stagecoach lines and but & block from the waterfront and the river
steamboat lines, They formed the hub for business and travel and provided
meetlng places for civic and political gathar1ngs. : .

PTSTORICAL JINFORMATION

The present structure is the second t¢ have been called the Union Hotel S
in Sacremento; the first having been built in 1850 at 217 "J" Street. The
Verandah it replaced was also the second of that name; the first having

been built in 185G at 72 Front Street,

G,L.Tucker hed built the Veranizh on Secohd Sireet in 1852 and in March
of 1855 the property was acquired by J.P.Dyer who rebuilt the structure
as the Unlon Hotel the nsme it bears to the present day,

J.P. Dver. frum Malne, hed siaried business in Sscramento in 1852 as a
coal merchant with a yard at "L" and Second Streeis. Upon becoming prop-
ristor of the Verandsh the coal business was turned over o his brother,
4L.P.Dyer; J P, devoting his time 1o the new hoisl venturs,

The Sacranenuto Dlrcctory for 1855 first mentions Dyer's ownership of the
Verandeh and gives an account of the "rebuilding™ and refurnishing, The
nzme was r.oit change2 to the “Union Hotel® until 1856, The Directory for:
this lzattcr eor éescribes the structure as being three stories in height
with & froat of sixty feet on Second Sireet ani an ell of three stories
and & front of twenty feet on "K" Stireet, The groumd floor of this ell on
ngn Sﬁrcet still remains and is known as the Uajon Hotel Annex, HABS o,
Ca1¥185. s ' : :

J.P.Dyer became Meyor of Sacremento in 1857 and mainteined ownership of
the Union Hotel until 1864 during Sacremento's most actlve early politic-
al days and the period of most common use of stage and river boat by the
traveling public to and from the mines and San Francisco,

Upon Dyer's death in 18G4 the Union Botel bccame the property of Lansing
and Gover, Over the laczt han“rcﬂ yesrs the hotel has chan;ag baxds many
times, : : .
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LRCEITECTURAL SIGNIFICANGE

4 wood-cut of the original Veranuu(h) Eotel in the Sacramento Direciory

for 1853 shows a-thrcc story structure noted as having been "built of
brick,,..60 feet front,..,%, with a wood railed balcony at the second .
floor supported on wood posts and open to the sky. A1l three floors are &'
shown fenestrated by seven openings; the second end third floor windows

being casement fype with simple, flat, unadorned heais, The froat facade

is shown terminated by a brick cornice the only ornamentation of which

being a brick dentil course,

& 1ithograph of 1857, after J.P.Dyer had "rebuilt" the hotel as the
®Union", shows the original fenestration of seven openings on each floor
hed been retained; the window openings on boih second and third floors,
however, being crowned with moulded cornices supported on console brack-
ets and the front facade embellished by a2 heavily bracketed cornice sur-
mounted by a parapet wall, the center panel of which carried the nans,

" UNION EOTEL ", & wood railed balcony at the second floor was carried on
what appears 10 have been round, slender cast-iron columns, 4 wrought-—
iron railed balcony at the third floor was carried on brackets extending
out from the face of the building, :

4s recently as 1937 the main cornice and ornsmental window heads remained,
as did the upper two floors of the Annex on "K" Street,

With the decline of Second Street as a desirable location for any buéiness

. enterprise the Union Hotel bhas fallen more and more into neglect, A1l of

the originzl architectural ornamental features have dlsappeared The entire
ground floor fenestration has been so altered to0 provide for shops,restaur-
ants etc, as to leave no indication of the original facade. The balconies

at both upper floors are gone as is the main cornice, Although the seven
origiral winiow openingcs of boih upper floors rermain the casements have

been replaced with modern, double~hung sash. RNoihing remains of the orig-
inal interior hotel accommodations. The original plan lay-outs of all floors
have been repartitioned many times to provide several storss on the grourd
floor ard & maxdimum of srall bedrooms for a cheap rooming house on the upper
two floors,
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é THE UNIOMN FOTIL, ' -

a8 1024~1028 Second Strest,
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The Pmpnctor wculd beg leave to call the atten-
tion of citizens and the travv]uw public to the ahove

old established house, whic h has been entirely
rebuilt, and furnished in the most elegant and com-
- fortable snanner, not Sur]mas'ed in this respeet by
any uovse ol the kind in the country.

The building is entirely Fire Proor, having a-
fron€ of sixty foet on Second Strect, with a w mv'
.o I Street three stories in height.

THE GROUND FLCOOR is set apurt for]
Saroon, Reapive Roox, Resravrany, Ere, aund {7
> Ironts on Second mul K Streets. '

. THE SECOND AND THIRD FLOORS ™
care set upart for Bioneawn - Roox, Parvons, Famuy
‘L ann SiveLe Cumanens, with private entrance on XK 0
sitrect, and are unsurpassed in point of comfort. e
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This Hotel is situated in the most central part of .
the city, within one square of the Sveannoar Laxn-:
ive, and the depot of Stu**e ul'ﬁcv:, fm all tl\(. in-
terior, ERAPIE L

The ¥louse is opew at u_ll !m!_!r . un’d’“paé:sengcrs
arriving by the boats or stages, can be accommo-

dated with rooms,
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| SUPPLEMENTAL MATERTAL Page 5

THE UMION [FCTTL AND LY HOTEL AMIEX, HABS 0S. CAL=155 & 187
10241028 Second Street & 125 "K¥ Street,

Sacramento, Sacrarento County,

California.
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Bank Exchange Building and Union Hotel, 1937




